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Happy March. The Gemini of weather. El Niño y el sol.

TRAFFIC ON SUNSET:
How is it possibly going to get any better AND how it will probably get worse.

The City, and District 11 Councilman Mike Bonin, are very aware that trafﬁc going east on Sunset toward
the 405 if one of the worst choke points in Los Angeles. They have set up committees and community
outreach to address the problem, most recently a meeting held at Paul Revere Middle School on February
6, 2016. At the same time, the district is in the process of approving not one, not two, but THREE school
expansions directly impacting this already overﬂowing corridor. The most publicized is the Archer School
expansion (against which the Sunset Coalition has been formed to contest the legality), but Brentwood
School and Mt. St. Mary's College both have planned expansions during the same time period over the
next several years.

Who was it who said, "there are no problems, only opportunities"? Well, this is deﬁnitely a problem. But it
is also an opportunity. It's an opportunity to get involved in something that probably impacts you directly.
Here are two ways you can get involved:
1. Work with the city on ways to mitigate Sunset trafﬁc. Dozens of ideas have been put on the table. Go
here to watch the February 6 community meeting and participate in the online survey. The good news is
that studies show that only a small decrease in usage can create a large improvement in trafﬁc ﬂow.
2. Go to sunsetcoalition.org to join the ﬁght against the proposed building.

UMCA board member Philippe Besson has taken a leadership role in working with the city on
immediate solutions to the problem as it exists today. He is holding the city accountable for follow through
and timetables for furthering this agenda.

.....OR, STARTING MAY 20, YOU CAN TAKE THE NEW SANTA MONICA EXPO LINE!
There's a theory ﬂoating around out there that the city is letting trafﬁc get so bad that even the most die-hard
'I need my own car' advocate will ﬁnally give up in favor of public transportation. Well, after learning about
the proposed construction on Sunset Blvd, after seeing the impact of the bus lane on Wilshre Blvd (both just
west of the 405), I'm beginning to believe it. Now, beginning May 20, 2016, we will have one more option.
The new West Los Angeles/Santa Monica Expo Light Rail Line. Go WEST my friends. Catch the line at
26th/Bergamot and never drive east again!

_____________________________________________________________________

RENEW OR JOIN UMCA NOW, AND SAVE ON CINCO DE MAYO PARTY TICKETS!
Click HERE to join or renew on-line. Become part of our auto-renew program and never worry about paying
your dues again. And SAVE THE DATE for UMCA's annual Cinco de Mayo Party, Saturday, May 7, 3-6pm.
Members as of April 29 will save on tickets.

_____________________________________________________________________

DO NOT PASS ON A BLIND CURVE!!!!
I can't even believe we have to remind people of this. But it happens ALL THE TIME. And it's not just
drivers passing cyclists. IT'S CARS PASSING CARS! Come on people. We live on a dangerous, narrow
road with blind curves, cyclists and walkers. NEVER cross the center line on a blind curve, and beware of
walkers on the inside curve walking towards you. I promise, no one will notice the 20 seconds longer it
takes you to get somewhere.
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COMING SOON TO A 'NO PARKING' SIGN NEAR YOU!
Due to the high fire risk in Mandeville Canyon, smoking outside is illegal. In the coming months
(hopefully), the city will be adding 'NO SMOKING' signs to existing 'NO PARKING' signs throughout the
canyon. Please inform any workers you may hire, particularly tree trimmers, brush clearance and
construction workers.

__________________________________________________________________

Translate

ATM SAFETY
We received a reminder from LAPD Senior Lead Officer Maria Gray to be alert and smart when using
ATMs. Apparently there have been some recent problems, so here are a few things to remember:
1. Cover your pin when inputting it onto the keypad
2. Make sure no one is standing close behind you
3. Try to use ATMs that are well lit and visually accessible
4. If you believe you are being followed after a transaction, drive directly to a police station or other well lit
public place
5. If you are involved in a confrontation, give up what they demand without resisting. Do not risk your life!

"SOLICITOR" SAFETY
We are getting more reports of solicitors/possible burglars (and actual!) in Upper Mandeville Canyon. BE
CAREFUL. BE SMART. If someone you do not know rings your doorbell, do not open the door or engage
with the person. They are known to sometimes work in pairs and while the first person detains the
homeowner at the front door, a second may be gaining access from the back. It is important however, to
let them know that someone is home. Say something like 'No Thank You' through the closed door and
walk away. If you are interested in what they may be offering, ask them to leave any literature at the door.
Any reputable representative will have something they can leave and options for contacting them should
you be interested in learning more. If you like, you can report the disturbance to LAPD NonEmergency
dispatch at 877.275.5273. If you feel an immediate threat, call 911.

RIM OF THE VALLEY FINAL RECOMMENDATION
The National Park Service released the final recommendations for
Rim of the Valley Corridor Special Resource Study. Essentially, the recommendation is a compromise:
170,000acre (out of 300,000 requested acres) addition to Santa Monica Mountain National Recreation
Area. See full study recommendation HERE.

NO RICS TOWER ABOVE MANDEVILLE CANYON
The controversial 180 ft. emergency communications tower, the RICS project, will not be built on Vicente
Peak above Mandeville Canyon. The purpose of this and other towers was to fill a communications gap
that exists between the 405 Freeway and Topanga. Presently police and Fire departments cannot speak
directly to each other in Mandeville above Chalon Rd. They can, however, communicate by beaming calls
up to helicopters above the canyon, who can then relay messages to other emergency teams below.
Criticism was heard from residents, environmentalists, and park protectors. One fire fighting expert called
the system a corporate boondoggle, out of date and inappropriate.

NO REPAVING ON UPPER MANDEVILLE UNTIL AT LEAST JULY
In the mean time, potholes can be reported to 800.996.2489.

Click HERE to subscribe to District 11 Councilman Mike Bonin's monthly newsletter
and ﬁnd out what the city is doing in our (extended) neighborhood

WE REALLY WELCOME YOUR INPUT AND SUBMISSIONS!
The Canyon Echoes Newsletter is a quarterly (approximately) electronic newsletter put out by UMCA.
Have any topics you want addressed? Please let us know. Have any pictures you'd like to share that
represent life in our canyon? Please send them to us. Poems? We'll print 'em. You can send your
questions and submissions to mandevillecanyonechoes@gmail.com. Thanks!

