May Echoes Update

Thank you to the UMCA Board and everyone who attended this year's Cinco de Mayo Party! It
was a great afternoon to come out and see friends and neighbors, listen to great music and enjoy
delicious food and drinks. And if you couldn't make it this year, we hope to see you next year.
Cheers.
(If you'd like to see this picture montage closer up, go to your tool bar at the top of the page and click

on view and then either zoom-in or pick the % size you prefer, like 125% or 150%)

By Betsey Landis. At dusk, as a cold rainstorm approached, I was carrying garden
clippings down through my gate to my green bin. Next to the gate, in a shrub-ﬁlled
bed, there was a blackish round heap with a few yellow streaks on it. It was a large,
adult rattlesnake coiled against the warm bricks. Snakes and lizards grow darker and
lose their patterning when they are about to shed their skins. Keep your eyes open for
the fat, blunt head and fat tail with rattles on it. Colors may vary from dark to tan but
usually with a diamond pattern.

An arrest has been made and felony charges brought against a man caught with
mail from multiple addresses in Mandeville Canyon. The detective in charge
recommends residents protect themselves with locking mailboxes and monitoring
of credit reports.

REPORT RECKLESS DRIVERS! While the police may not follow up on every
report of reckless driving, if they receive multiple complaints about the same
driver, they may run the plates and actually come personally to their home to talk

to them and let them know they are 'on the radar', so to speak. If you experience
a reckless driver, try to get their license plate number and contact Senior Lead
Ofﬁcer Maria Gray, 310.440.0744. Thank you.

Old map from 1933 showing the designation of Mandeville Canyon as the
California Botanic Gardens, Courtesy of Jeanne Field.

L.A.'s Secret Gardens: The California Botanic Gardens of Mandeville Canyon -opened across town in the hills of Brentwood. Had the Great Depression not
intervened, the gardens might today be one of the largest of their kind, with specimens
from across the globe planted over 800 acres in the Santa Monica Mountains'
Mandeville Canyon. Instead, ﬁnancial realities failed to match the ambitions of the
gardens' planners, and among the gardens' only remnants today are the aging trees
that grace the yards of Mandeville Canyon homeowners.
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